VERMONT BUSINESS ENVIRONMENTAL PARTNERSHIP (www.vbep.org)
STANDARDS FOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL PARTNER
DESIGNATION

Businesses receiving the ENVIRONMENTAL PARTNER designation must meet each of the 8 standards below.  New initiatives are strongly encouraged for fulfilling these standards whenever possible, though businesses will be credited for some recent or existing initiatives.

1. Adopt, post and circulate an Environmental Policy or mission statement (see page 2).  Place on your website, if applicable.
2. Designate an Environmental Team or Representative at your facility.

3. Conduct an environmental opportunity assessment using the free technical assistance services of the Small Business Development Center at 1-800-464-7232 or the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources’ Environmental Assistance Office at 1-800-974-9559.

4. Employ a prevention strategy to eliminate or reduce one form of hazardous or solid waste, a wastewater discharge, or an air emission.

5. Implement measures to increase energy efficiency.

6. Employ a Reuse or Recycling option for three (3) solid or hazardous wastes generated AND purchase, or offer for sale, at least three (3) products which contain recycled resins or fibers (post-consumer) or which substantially reduce packaging waste, or that are non-toxic or less toxic alternatives to supplies previously purchased.  Develop Environmentally Preferable Purchasing policy language (see page 2).  
7. Promote the Vermont Business Environmental Partnership by either referring another company to the Partnership or by marketing the Partnership through your own marketing efforts. 
8. Implement at least two of the following Best Management Practices:

· Create incentives for ride-sharing or institute a new delivery system to reduce vehicle miles traveled by employees and/or customers.

· Adopt and practice groundskeeping/landscaping methods that achieve resource conservation.

· Conduct regular employee training or create employee incentives to promote waste/pollution prevention, reuse, recycling and resource conservation.

· Contribute to a community environmental project that promotes stewardship of the environment.

· Notify your customers and the community at large about your efforts to improve environmental management at your facility.

· Implement other environmental best management practices or green building practices.

· Reduce Carbon Fooprint/Greenhouse Gas emissions (examples include: biodiesel for vehicles or heating, heating system efficiency improvements that create emission reductions,  installing renewable energy sources: solar hot water, photovoltaics, biomass or windpower or purchasing renewable energy credits, and significant local product sourcing).
· Other BMPs
NOTE: The Vermont Business Environmental Partnership is open to all Vermont businesses; manufacturers and service providers. The program is premised on a belief that pollution prevention pays and that environmental excellence can and should be the objective of all businesses. It is presupposed that applicants have made a good faith attempt to comply with environmental, health, and safety regulations. A non-regulatory compliance assistance specialist is available to conduct an on-site visit to determine regulatory standing and, where there may be non-compliance, can suggest strategies for achieving full compliance. The service is provided free of charge by the Environmental Assistance Office by calling (800) 974-9559.
Once Environmental Partner designation is attained, Partners can satisfy additional, more rigorous standards to achieve status as an ENVIRONMENTAL LEADER or GREEN HOTEL. The Leader and Green Hotel designations reflect a higher degree of commitment to environmental stewardship, through the development of an Environmental Management Plan to reduce impacts of business operations.
Sample Vermont Business Environmental Partner Policy/Mission Statement 
__________ (your company name) is committed to protecting the environment, the health and safety of our employees, and the community in which we conduct our business. It is our policy to seek improvements throughout our business operations to lessen our impact on the local and global environment by conserving energy, water, and other natural resources; reducing waste generation; recycling and purchasing recycled products; and reducing our use of toxic materials. We are committed to pollution prevention, continual improvement and meeting or exceeding all environmental regulatory requirements. 
Note: You may adopt this policy statement verbatim or modify it to reflect your unique business situation and philosophy. Any modification should, however, include at minimum the 3 core commitments of ISO-14001 EMS to: pollution prevention, continual improvement, and compliance with all state and federal regulations.

Sample Environmentally Preferable Products (EPP) Purchasing Policy

Preference shall be given to suppliers whose products have environmentally friendly attributes that maximize Post Consumer Recycled content, minimize toxicity and packaging, or have any other environmentally preferable attributes, with minimal sacrifice to price, quality, and delivery requirements.
